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Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  heg  to  present  herewith  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of 
your  District  for  the  year  1941.  It  has  "been  cut  down  in  length 
in  view  of  the  exigencies  of  the  times,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


STATISTICS. 

Area  ( in  acres) 

Estimated  (civil)  population  ... 


46,701 

11,420 


Births,  legitimate  M.  84 

"  illegitimate  M.  5 

Totals:  89 


Birth  Rate  ...  ... 

”  "  (for  England  and 


oo 

C 

Total 

152 

F.  4 

Total 

9 

72 

161 

•  »  •  •  •  • 

•  •  «  •  •  «  • 

14*1 

lies)  .  . . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

14*2 

Stillbirths  .  4  (all  legitimate) 

Deaths  .  M,  78  F.  71  Total  149 

Crude  Death  Rate  .  13*0 

Factor  for  Comparative  Death  Rate  -^not  available. 

Non-civilian  deaths  are  excluded,. 

Death  Rate  for  England  &  Wales  .  .  12*9 

Death  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age.  Legitimate  9 

Illegitimate  0 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  births  ...  55 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  &  Wales  ...  59 
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Causes  of  Death# 


The  principal  causes  of  death  were  Cancer,  25;  Heart  disease, 
48;  pneumonia,  10;  there  were  no  deaths  from  diphtheria,  typhoid 
fever,  or  other  of  the  principal  infectious  diseases. 

Deaths  of  residents  occurring  outside  the  district  have  "been 
excluded. 

notification 

Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Erysipelis 

Cerehro-spinal  Meningitis 
Typhoid 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

Scarlet  Fever . 

The  9  cases  were  distributed  as  follows:-  Claybrooke,  3; 
Ullesthorpe,  2;  and  four  other  villages  one  case  each. 

Diphtheria. 

The  5  cases  were  distributed  as  follows:-  Lutterworth,  2; 
Claybrooke,  1;  Broughton  Astley,  1;  South  Kilworth,  1. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation . 

The  principal  work  for  the  Council  carried  out  by  your  M.O.H. 
was  immunisation  against  diphtheria  of  tao  children  in  the  area. 

This  work  was  begun  at  the  end  of  1940.  There  are  some  29  separate 
parishes  in  Lutterworth  R.D. ,  although  not  quite  all  of  these 
needed  to  have  their  own  session.  There  are  three  separate  schools 
and  an  Infant  Welfare  Centre  in  Lutterworth  town,  and  altogether 
sessions  were  held  at  22  centres,  the  number  of  separate  sessions 

being  72. 

The  number  of  children  immunised,  omitting  nine  who  for  various 
reasons  only  received  one  injection,  is  set  out  below.  The  figures 
cover  the  period  16th  December  1940  to  31st  December  1941. 


of  Infectious  Diseases. 


4 

1 

4 

1 

2 


2. 


( 


. 


1 


Full  course  complc ted . 


Under  5.  Over  5  (but  under  15) . 

315  -  Total  1523. 

None  of  the  children  have  since  contracted  diphtheria. 

As  regards  the  proportion  of  children  in  the  Rural  District  who 
havo  been  immun ised,  it  is  difficult  to  give  accurate  figures,  but 
I  have  made  the  following  calculation:  the  number  of  children  born 
in  the  area  in  the  last  5  years  was  781,  and  after  deducting  39 
deachs  of  infants,  this  leaves  742.  The  number  of  evacuee  children 
under  5  in  December  1941  was  approximately  35.  The  number  of 
school  children,  5  -  15,  on  the  school  registers  was  (March  1942) 
1706.  On  this  basis,  the  proportion  immunised  works  out  as,  under 
5  years,  40%;  5  -  15  years,  71%. 

As  regards  the  number  of  children  immunised  by  their  own  doctors, 
I  have  circularised  the  medical  men  in  the  District,  and  the  figure 
are:  under  5,  46,  over  5,  41. 

If  *hese  are  added  the  percentage  works  out  at,  under  5  years, 
46^,  5-15  years,  73%. 

These  figures,  however,  need  not  be  regarded  as  final.  I  have 
now  started  going  round  the  area  again,  and  many  children  are 
coming  along  whose  parents  did  not  have  them  immunised  in  the  first 
round  in  1940.  The  fact  that  the  Government  have  taken  the  matter 
up  as  a  national  question,  and  that  the  Ministry  of  Health  has  given 
several  broadcasts  advocating  the  measure, will  certainly  influence 
many  parents  who  are  hesitating.  The  fact,  too,  that  parents  find 
from  the  experience  of  others  that  immunisation  is  only  a  trifling 
operation  and  is  only  very  rarely  attended  by  any  unpleasant  after¬ 
effects,  must  help  to  break  down  prejudice. 

At  the  same  time,  in  a  scattered  rural  district  such  as 
Lutterworth,  the  practical  difficulties  of  getting  every  child 
immunised,  especially  those  under  school  age,  even  where  the  parents 
are  willing,  is  a  serious  one,  especially  at  the  present  time  ?/hen 
the  question  of  transport  is  so  dif  icult.  Obviously,  it  is  not 
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practicable  xor  your  M.O.H*  to  pay  domiciliary  visits  15  miles  or 
more  from  his  home,  and  it  is  only  when  a  reasonable  number  of 
children  can  be  collected  at  one  session  that  immunisation  can  bo 
carried  out. 

Scabies  (The  Itch) . 

A  marked  increase  in  the  prevalence  of  this  troublesome  con¬ 
tagious  affection  has  occurred  throughout  the  country,  and  the 
Lutterworth  R.D.  has  shared  in  this.  It  is  natural  to  attribute 
this  increase  to  the  conditions  arising  out  of  the  war,  and  un¬ 
doubtedly  these  must  tend  to  favour  the  spread  of  such  an  affection. 
Moreover,  a  similar  increase  was  experienced  after  the  last  great 
war.  But  this  is  only  a  partial  explanation,  because  the  increase 
was  observable  before  the  war  started.  As  to  what  could  have 
caused  this,  one  can  only  say  that  all  diseases  tend  to  fluctuate 
just  as  is  the  case  with  most  phenomena  of  nature. 

A  conference  of  district  medical  officers  to  consider  the 
question  was  convened  by  the  County  M.O.H.,  at  the  request  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  in  January,  at  which  the  Regional  Medical 
Officer  of  the  Ministry  (Dr.  Godber)  was  present,  and  he  suggested 
the  desirability  of  starting  special  treatment  stations  in  the 
larger  centres  of  population  in  the  County,  at  which  bathing  and 
other  facilities  for  treatment  'would  be  available. 

As  regards  the  Lutterworth  R.D. ,  it  was  thought  that  such  a 
station  might  bo  established  at  the  Lutterworth  Public  Assistance 
Institution.  The  matter  was  brought  before  your  Public  Health 
Committee  and  the  Council,  and  this  suggestion  was  agreed  to. 

The  County  Public  Assistance  Department  were  approached  and  readily 
agreed  to  provide  the  necessary  accommodation  and  facilities,  and 
also,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  allow  their  staff  to  give  the 
necessary  treatment,  the  District  Council  to  defray  any  actual 
out-of-pocket  expenses  incurred. 

The  Master  and  Matron  at  the  Institution  fell  in  with  the 
proposal  most  willingly,  and  although  the  scheme  belongs  properly 
to  next  year's  report,  I  should  like  to  say  that  they  have  been 
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most  helpful  with  the  few  cases  which  have  come  for  treatment. 

It  is  very  doubtful  whether  the  scheme  will  do  more  than  touch 
che  fringe  of  the  problem  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  persons  in 
ou  dying  villages  getting  in  and  out  of  Lutterworth  for  treatment. 

Probably  the  most  satisfactory  solution,  wore  it  practicable, 
would  bo  for  one  or  more  suitable  women,  e.g. ,  nurses  or  health 
visitors,  to  be  appointed  for  the  special  work  of  visiting  houses 
where  the  trouble  existed  with  a  view  to  supervising  and  helping 
with  the  necessary  treatment  in  the  home,  but  such  appointments 
would  have  to  be  on  a  county  basis,  as  in  any  one  district  there 
would  not  be  enough  cases  to  justify  the  expense  involved.  Such 
domiciliary  visits  would  be  much  more  likely  to  secure  the  treatment 
JLii  infected  members  of  a  household,  than  by  attempting  to 
obtain  their  attendance  at  a  distant  treatment  centre.  But  unfortu¬ 
nately,  under  existing  circumstances,  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
the  services  of  suitable  women  is  so  great  that  the  County  Health 
Department  is  unable  to  entertain  the  idea. 

In  the  meantime,  I  am  able  to  say  that  there  does  not  appear, 
so  far  as  my  information  goes,  to  be  further  increase  in  the  prev¬ 
alence  of  the  trouble* 

Laboratory  Work. 

The  following  examinations  were  made  at  the  County  Council's 
laboratory i~ 

Milk  examinations  (bacteriological)  ... 

Swabs  for  diphtheria  ...  ...  ... 

Sewage  &  -water  analyses  ... 

Sputa  for  T.B.  . 

Urine  (general  &  bacteriological)  ... 

Urine  for  T.B . 

Miscellaneous  ...  ... 


64 

43 

24 

35 

3 

1 

1 

171 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA . 


These  remain  much  the  same  as  in  previous  years.  A  detailed 
account  is  this  year  omitted,  hut  the  following  much  abbreviated 
particulars  are  taken  from  the  report  of  Mr.  J.  Berridge,  Surveyor 
and  Sanitary  Inspector: 


CD 


(2) 


(3) 


WATER. 

Samples  taken  for  analysis:  satisfactory  5,  unsatisfactory  8 

No.  of  Wells  closed  .  ...  3 

”  ”  "  cleaned  ...  ...  ...  . 


Piped  Supply  substituted  for  Well  Water  ... 

DRAINAGE  &  SEWERAGE. 

Cesspools  abolished  . 

Number  remaining  on  31st  December . . 

Sewers.  Extension  of  sewer  to  Agricultural  Hostel . 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION . 

Privies 
Pail  Closets 


•  •  00 


*  ©  •  • 


•  ft  •  •  • 


W  ft  S  OOft  Oft*  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  o  ft  ft  A 

Privies  and  pail  closets  converted  to  W#C« 

(6)  SANITARY  INSPECTION. 

Complaints  received 

Inspections  made  . 

Revisits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Notices  (preliminary)  issued.  Housing  4 

Others  7 


Notices  (statutory)  issued  ... 


•  «  ft  •  • 


«  •  • 


•  •  •  # 


Total 


ft  «  ft  O 


(7)  SHOPS. 

Sanitary  Conveniences. 
Ventilation. 


Defects  remedied 

t!  it 


4 

6 


.7 

165 


70 

1442 

1264 

10 


104 

639 

158 

11 

Nil. 


2 

1 
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(13)  INSPECTION  OF  FOOD. 

Cow  keepers.  No.  on  Register 

No.  of  Inspections 
Contraventions  remedied  ... 


352 

213 

25 


PURVEYORS  0?  MILK . 

No.  on  Register 
Inspections 

Contraventions  remedied 


18 

43 

3 


MILK  SAMPLING- . 

Samples  taken  for  "bacteriological  examination 
Satisfactory 


12 

11 


HOUSING. 

( 1 )  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses • 

Dwelling  Houses  inspected  ... 

Ten  t  s  j  V  an  s ,  e  g  c .  ..,  .*•  •••  ,,, 

(2)  Defective  houses  rendered  fit  by  informal  action 

(3)  (a)  Housing  Act,  1936s  Houses  in  respect  of 

which  formal  notices  were  served  . . .  .  . . 

(b)  Public  Health  Acts  Houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  . , .  . , .  ...  • • • 

No.  in  which  defects  were  remedied  . 


176 

11 

36 

Nil 

30 

28 


(4) 


Housing  Act,  1936.  Overcrowding . 


No. 

of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

12 

No. 

relieved  ...  .0.  ...  ••» 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

12 

No. 

of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

•  •  • 

0  •  • 

72 

The  war  continues  to  dominate  every  other  consideration,  even 
in  a  rural  district,  yet  it  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  the  health 
of  the  community  -  apart  from  an  increase  in  tuberculosis  -  continues 
satisfactory  in  spite  of  it, 

(signed)  C.Killick  Millard,  M.D.,  D.Sc.,  (Pub. health) 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


The  Gilroes, 
Leicester, 

30th  June  1942. 
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